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"' town and-across the six or seven mlles

@ ot'wnfor.'lnc can see beyond Plymouth

{ beach and Clark’s-island, sround which

the waves .wh)tén censclessly, & rocky

| promontory, diretching far out into-the

~opeit sen, gAd connécled with the maln-
dand by g/llve-mlle strip of sand.

l the - easternmost - elevation two white
octagonal towers, and further ‘to’the
north and west sevéral farmhouses and
summer cottages. AR
At mightthe "scene 1is 'stlif beautiful,.

)

i "1t & .man"stands on. the top ot Burial
- H1ll,- Plymouth,,and looks out over the

If it be a clear day, ho ca.u.descré on

|
|

.

and ‘includes the warning light-of “the
twin :beacons, the red and green lan-
terns of vessels ‘bound In and ou' n~nd
ihe ‘twinkllng house lamps her. und
there along the shore. - - .
" This point, wwhere' the land seems. to
Jeavé oft and the harbor begins, is called’
the UGurnet—probably named after Gur-,
ftet polnt, IBngland—and.the twin towers
are known as the Gurnet )ights. They
vre ‘situated 31 feet npaff, ranglig NW
aid SE, and are 1024 freet above mean
high-water mark. The lights are fixed
white, and are visible at a distance of
15% . milles.. ..., ... . T
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.. The'earllest authentic mentlon:of:the
Gurnet 13 found‘in an:accoulit of.Cham-
‘plaln’s  YoyagestoiAmerica, ! published in 1
6131t IR spolken.. of - as . Malmostyan-
!s;lu nd'.;.‘:_t.:q,vgqeg_"wlth‘.; trées;
‘ploegr? T L P ey s
‘The old Icelandle manuscripts. tell dw -
Thorwald, soiv of lirle the Red, ‘salled
"Trom “entpe Cod  towdrd ; the malniand
and cast anchor not”far’ from “a hilly |
promoutory, overgrown with wood.”
. I"*Herp it 18 _beautiful,” exclaiined Thor-
'wlalg. sand;jterg: I should like to fix"my
iahode. AR e e T
" 'Some years'jater, in 1004, ‘the Norde
Rking was fatdlly 'wounded duringia -bat-
tle withithe;Indlans, *. -0 43007
+ «“Take. me to the promon,tor{
thought to have mny abode.’? he
‘““I'here you shall. bury

{
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prlnclpgil_ly :
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where Y
said to
'his wirriors,
ane and plant there two crosses, one at
amy.head aund. one at my - feet, and call
1he. place:Krosaness, for. dll time,com-’

R e s wotoene e . . .- .
J 'P]xe‘?exact ‘location ‘of the promontory:
of ‘the orosseg*ls belleved by anudjuuries:
to be oM&“of the two prominent head-
lands between ‘chve Cod-and cape Ann,-
elther “ the Gurnet’ or' Point- Allerton.
Xohl, De Costa, Guillot and others fn-
vor th® latter, .though Champinln’s: de-
actiption glvesnsubstance to tha beliet
ihat the Gurnet 1s the burlal place of

Thorwald. . . L
codJan T, (1638, 1t Is recorded "that *‘the
court hath granted thpt Clark's Island, ;
Plymouth.beach, Saquiirh and Gurnet's
node shall be and remaln unto.the town
of Plymouth with the woods therean.’”:
In December,} 1636, 'Sir IEdmund An-
*drogr, commissioned by King James as
royal governor of New Rugland, gave
Clark's ‘lsland to one of his most sub-
gervient followers, Dr Nathanlel Clark .
. of'Plymouth, . F'or vears the 18land had .
heen, used for the support of the town
poor, and the people, mucli Inicensed hy
this: unjust  grant, brought suit for the
raecovery of the property. S
AS  matters . were growlng worsae,
Wilitam and Mary supplanted .the

s

-tion with the outer world. -
".from Gurnet light to Powder

Stuart ‘dynasty, w_hqret_:pon‘__t_he_ citi-
zens revolted, selzed Androg, Clark and
others and gent them back to England.
In J634 the Gurnet wam rold* to John
Totey, John Nelson and Samuel Lucas,
to asslat In defraying’ the expenses of
the lawsuit, * - . . )
During the rvevolutlou earthworks
were buflt-there by the towns of Plym-
otth, Kingston and IDuxbury, and maln.
tained with a garrison of. 0 men until
.the close of the war. 1n 1812 the. fort
avas occuvpled by the state miljitia, who
‘on ona occaslon-sank a Hritish -war, ves-,

“eel whiel) came within gunshot.

The»Gurnet may-be >reached=rfrdms
Plymouth. by, boat when the weather.is
favorable, or overland by way of Pow-
derpoint brldze. Duxbury.-.The.trip Ly

* waler-is plensanter, for the beach:roads

‘are very:sandy and. the distance,
‘a8 fa.l'.'-;;i'.-«; -4 _ RO ;,2«_,_;,'.\.;;....'-.'...'-;- s
—7In* winter, wWhén the ‘'‘cow yard” is
- frozen Into a solid mass and. the penin-
eulo. almost surrounded by huge cakes
of ice plled high on the shore, the In-
habitants of Gurnet point, for wegks at
e ‘time, are cut off from all commiinica-

twice
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The surfmen who patrol the shore
olnt, the
ighthouse keeper who stands by his
eacons In preference to everything else,
-and the few channel fishermen and clam
diggers who remain during the season of
snow, lce and northeast gales, form a
" ¢heerful, contented c¢ommunity, even
thouﬂl duty compels them to llve an
fsolated life. '
. Baesides the lighthouse and life-saving
statlon, the other objects of interest are
the ruined fort- and earthworks, the
deep well, where the garrison obtained
walter, the government sea weall, Lover's
rock, the scene of a tragle sulcide, the
huts of the {iIshermen, picturesque gun-
ning stands, the Gurnet' schoolhouse,’
and, a half mile distant, historic Clark's’

fstand, the summer home of Prof Good-
win of Harvard. :




where "several of the surfmen’ were

The first rellef-had just returnéd and.
the second -was on {ts way ‘out. Stew-.

kitchen, hut in spite of the writer's pro-:
lest left his work and showed-his visitor
through the bullding. - CoL R

The netw gtation was bulit In 1802" at
2 cost of $6400. The old one, built!in

lovation: of the present station |s lat.,42°
10” anu Long 70° 36".10".: 735 -+ = tf':z}

On -the .first - floor is:the -kitchun,-a
roomy dining rooimn, 'the; lzeeper'y office

large sleeping apartments.-and:, several
clOﬂOtS.' PO AR ST '\':;,, '.,:é-. "".'H'..y"‘:':f:'s,/:jl_i:-‘

Besides- thedifn: and ~snrévrbontgiwereq
"Two -handearts, one 9f. which-is. alway3
In. yeadiness, ‘It contaliied-"hawsers: of
1000, yards. ‘or - mgre, Jtackles; s ghotiline;
box,~the polished hronze:gun,.a faver-
sack or pouch:contalning;little bags of,
powder of difterent sizes, 38-ponnd shot]
and cartridges, a gpealkinyg trumpet nnd
two signal flags., In the further ‘corner
of the room was a shear-shaped trestle,
about 16 feet .high, fir elevating tha
shore end of the Uz ropa, and-a suid
anchor to fasten ihe gy rope to, A

Globe man  entered’ the’ dining “roomi |

sented ahout a lohg center table, , - . . =

ard Chase was preparing-:supper’in the

1874, was removed to Saquish beath and:
s now used as a boathouse.. The.exact

!
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and the boatroom, "Vpstairs ' ars-.tno J

been In_ the lite-savine serviee for 20
years. Tis crew 1s as follows: |
1. Augustus B. Rogers, 87 years ....4th season;
2. Daniel J, Grattem, 83 years . ...7. Oth season
3. Augustus ITadaway, 25 years .... 2d scnson
<4, Orick A. Robbing, 48 venrs ...... 2d senson
5. Joseph L. Wixon, 42 yeary . .no previous verv-

{ee. .
6. Charles I7.. Stranger, 37 years ... 4ih genson
7. Jozeph B. Thurston, 47 years .,..15th feason

Steward, Elisba I*. Chuse, lnlre;l by crew at
their expense. ) ‘

“Our chief work here,” sald Capt
Holmes, ‘‘Is relieving strandeid vessels.
I made 19 reponts last year on assist-
ance rendered in this way. Some were
small -boats -in’ distress, ‘and -several:
times we brought. crews-ashore. The
/ men are pald 360 a month, except No. 7,
who gets $65. - We use tlie clock system
only on :the.sunset patrol. .From sun-
rise to sunset the day watch is on duty.
. “The first rellef goes on ‘from sunset
,to 8 p m, the secgnd from 8 to 12, the
third from mudnight to 4 a.m, and; the.

horse .i1s kept at the station. to druw the '
boat carriage and wagous to. and from |
the beach. The renorter “found - Capt’
John T, Holmeas at his cozy Hitle eflice, !
putting the tinal toucnes to his weeklyj

et e t . e e——
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report. He is a large man, with gray
mustache and bla2k ha!r and apparently
a shade aver 65 yeurs ol aga. He has

.| and_.sleet were ' béating Mercely. ags

‘next from 4-19-gunrise,.'Each rellet-con--
o e ey .' w.'._,.-._.'_.--—_...-.
lsts of .two ‘mien, ,one ‘'who patrols
ull-and nwouth:of:.channeél and the o
the oceain: béach. The beach patirc
_Blven''a .brass:shield-shaped tag, wi
-he¥ exchangesiiwith ‘the-Brant. F
.patrolmaniati:a haltway\house, 3% n
Sromiherenoti far from-Duxbury:bri
“Thé nighimes thergand:stip.a fow 1
zutes, and-théiireturnyto;thelr; statior
ZireWeshavemoltelephoiie: here, and w
FWe-wish2tai send)a’latter dr dispatc
“elther igokd: by i waterk.grilsidellverec
one of 'my’men-to:the ' Brant Rock's
~man, who.poats {tat-the nearest ofli
i."Weshave drilldifor. every day .in
‘week: from-'Augr~1! to*June 1.: Mo
,and’ Thursdays,.is appuaratue’dril]
| Wednesday . flag:dr)ili! 350, v o
It was.after-11 olclock when The G
.man ‘bade: the ' keeper :igood nlght-
gought' his comfortable room -at ¢
Elsener’s. 'The:wind, was:blowing'a
and condlitions;were favorable for ¢
‘vere atorm before morning.'' At midn
the wind;had Increased in fury,'apnd

the/windowpanes, : The® souhd: was
unitkg ‘*/stage.thunder,jon'y a4 thow
times louder,’ 1 i sb At S T
Plymouth bay W~ euveloped in 4 ;
ness. The rei-pencon at- Duxbury
was the.-only “light. visible.’ “The
dashed wildly-.upon the rocks and
buoy .off . the; shoals. moaned ; dism

t
v
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The''ll ;;Iﬂém‘tlne;tanrs; fllumt:
the hill as fai-as theilifg.-gaving st
"Prese_ntiyf-there,e J.in sight & :
owy. ‘form,’lanterniiin’ hand,;: tru
glowly, along the.hfow ot the prec
It'was-Joseph iTharaton,.No. 7,  the-
est man.onsthe’icrew, “tomizencin
four-hour:vigil.” Hastlly,donning a
skin‘gult’-the reporter; hurrled: ¢
stairs .and: caughfrup with the sur
‘at the entrance to, fort" Andrew. "L
storm Jhereasés,;I may ‘have.to..us:
thing, :_'-"sald“-'Joe.”'?lolntlng.to 8.1
billy-Jike " stick.which*he ;carrled.’ |
over his shoulder. " *“This 19 & Costoi "
nal, . powerful.red. Jight ‘which.n¢
water norwind;,can’ extinguish,-»
a wreck 1s dlscovered .the signal’




Early on a recent afternoon a
'repm'!:er' started to 'spend the nij gfl;o?z%
the. Gurnet, to Inspect the llghthouses
and life-saving station, and go with the
yatroimen upon thelr weary vigll along
the beach. The stanch Jersey surfhoat
with all sails set, was at the whart in
I_’lymoyth. awalting the reporter’s arri-
val, Capt Holmes extended a cordial
welcomd and hade the reporter talke a.:

seat In the bow b
ey she | eside surfmen No. €

crew and - The Globe man, were two la-
dies, residents of the Gurnet. The boat
was pretty well ballasted with groceries,
provisions, lumber and a- large parlor
stove, which. the captain had purchased
at Plymouth. . LT

"~ At 3.30 the boat was abréast of Dux-
‘bury pler lizht, 2 76-foot structure bhullt
on golld rock, almost in the very center
of the.inner harbor. The tower is con-
strucled of plate lron, lined with Hhrick
and cement. This beacon is red and is
‘keptl by George Jamleson, who married
'thet ﬂagzt;hter_ot keeper Blsener of Gur-
ne S. . .

Hnl%, an hour later the surf hoat slid

gently upon the sandy beach before the
lifesaving station, The Jadles were taken
off and the supplies removed just as the.
lamps ‘flashed forth their warning from
‘the lighthouse, .
. “Whose sunset fs_jt?—better be go-
ing!""shouted Capt Holmes, and forth-
with two patrolmen started for the sta-
tion to don thelr rubber boots and oil-
sking, leaving the rest of the crew to re-
move.the boat from the water.

The'two men were Hadaway, No,- 3,
who took the ocean beach, and Robbins,
No. 4, who patrolled the hill and mouth
of the channel. - . _

The Clobe reporter left the group onfy
the beach after the boat was brought
ashore and proceeded’ to the ‘hogye of
Capt “A. G, Elsener, keeper of Gurnet
i Rts, ‘whose guest he was to be for the
night. ‘Capt Eisener's name is famillar
1o many Globe readers, who recall the
wreck of the Aquatic at Cuttyhunlk in
. February, 1893, and of the schooner Rob
. and Harry, during the following March.

It was Capt Blsener of the Humane}

snclety .at Cuttybunk, who, with a vol-
unte,eg erew, p!{xt out to:the .Rob and
Harry and rescued several seamen.
Many on the beach discouraged the idea
of trying to reach the wreclk, the surf
wag boiling with such terrible fury, but
the Cuttyhunk .boys again proved thut

n'.the.hoat, besldes the captain, the'.

where human lives art at stake, they
‘think only of rescue and not of danger.
.. It was Capt Elserer who ‘officlated in
*the: absence of a clergyman.and read
Zthe first 16 verses of St John xiv at the
. grave:of the dead sailor. For this rescue
ot the perll of his life, he was .the re-
.clplent of spsclal honors from th_e gov-
ernment: ‘ o i
At ‘the supper table Keeper Elsener:
gave a hrief outline of his past life. Heo
. was born in Malne, and has followed the
sea In different capacities from Malne,
Gloucester and other ports, Hé was mas-
ter of a vesiel for 10 years..

. elght. years. He went next to Cutty-

. and a daughter, Mrs Jamleson.

‘At the age of 34 he entered
honse service at Thatcher's i=l-_~tr}1'r§ Jng;:

slsiant keener and was statloned thcre

hunk as principal keeper for . ¥
and then came to thelGurnetr{'xg ggg:‘:
and a-half ago. Hls family cponslista ot
his wife, one son at schaol in Duxbury
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'A. G. EISENER, - . . .
s/ _Keeper of the Gurnet Lights. -

Keeper: Rlsencr is well po 3
early history of Gurnet'lighf:.e d‘ on_the
“‘They .twere established In 1769,” said
e, “and. -have never 'to my knowledge
‘been rebullt, The lights. are of the
murth_ order ‘and the lens cost, XI.thinlk,.
tween .$700 -and $800. The two. lights
: jonsume 300’ gallons.: of . kerosena In one |
[l it alonad i ihg hoyses
: bwoiht £ach: day, excepting:Sun !
l.l!;?_‘_?..lgl}_dg'y!’_;g‘ y-‘-rpult_l'neg 'd_ugles :ai?ea'yt:
Jight the lamps at sunset, change.them'
at’' midnight and eéxtinguilsh - thém-= at.
sunrise,  to trim_and :fill the.lamps and
wipe off lens and window glass; that Is,.
to keep everything in the best possible
comndition.” AT Ll
"The keepers of Guruet - lights” within

llamn Sears, . Milton- Reamy: (wetit*from
Gurnet_to Minot's), ‘Jedward 8," Gorham,',
Henry L. Pingreq (transferred-to. Bogton'
light), and A. G. Bisener,, + " +-- " "
=1t 13 but.a few_minutes’ walk from
the lights to the..life-saving station.
The sky was overcast and the wind was.

100 years havé:been: . Thomag Burgess,
Joseph Burgess, - Thomas: ’].‘r‘eb'ié.";s Wil |

strong -from the-southeast, “when -The




nitel by percusslidén, . The surfman v
the .beacon over. hig head, to notif
vessel that hel?,ls'at' and, and ¢
for the statlon’to give the alarnt.'
*-For the rest of the watch reporte
. surfman threaded phely way amon
irocks. AR G

“How does.this compare with the b_el
verest weather?'’ gasped the reporte:
ivhen the statlon was reached. “O, this
js nothing,’”” answered No. 7 with a

i laugh; “in winter we have snow and lce
and even_ an old hand finds it difflcult toi
keep a footing on these ¢liffs, It Is quite
good walking on the beach at low tide
when it Is frozen.”

Just hefore daybrealk the wind shifted
and the sun rose bright and clear. Wilh
keeper Eisener The Globe man ascended!
the three flights of atairs leading to the:
light and took a survey of the landscape. !
Across the entrance of, the harbor was:
Manomet bluff, to the west was Plym-

outh town, with its Forefathers’ rock,)

Faith monument, the- wharves, rope
walks and factories; at South Duxbury,
to the northwest, was the Mliles Stand-
{sh monument and to the north Duxbhury
beach, Cut river and Brant Rock. Oceasn-
ward the low, black arm of cape Cod
was barely visiblo and the procession of
vessels passing between the cape and
Boston could also be illmly seen.

" Below the towers are the.ruing of fort
Andrew. These earthivorks were thrown:
up during the revolution, .rebuilt in 1812
and remodeled in 1861 or 62.-- Seven or
eight mounted cannon were left in charge
of n sergeant during the civil war. The
embankment wallsare about 15 feet high
in front and eight feet high Inslde.
Bomb and shell-proof shelters were con-
structed within the fort, but time and
gther levelers have obliterated all but
wo.

The Gurnet lights are in'the southwest,
corner of the inclosure and the keeper’s’
residence o few rods outside. A well G5
feet-deep still supplles the government
employes with water, as it dld over a
century ago.... = . - . ‘

East of Gurnet light Is the Ilmmense
boulder known as ‘lover’s rock.” The,
talo runs In this way: ‘

Bunice Burgens was the daughter of.
“Uncle Joe” Iurgess, who' I'te?t tluaL
lights in 1812, At the age of 18 sha fell
iu love with ore of the soldlers at the
fort, but her father would not consemnt
to the marriage. The young irl grew
despondent, and, escaping ' from the
house, jumped from the big boulder into
the sea and was washed awa) with the
tide. R :

Prot Goodwin, the distinguished G«ree!:-
scholar, owns -a cottage there, and near-
hy Is "i’ulpit Roclk,” where the shallop-

load of Pligrims held thelt Sabhath_ser-
vices heft;gre_- attempting . -to land at
T'lymouth. ;

With the exception of a few summe
coltages, the only habitatipn 'betWeer!;
ttlhe Gurnet and Powder point is *“Hotel

e Pines,” the residence of Thomas
ﬁamﬂgan. The house'ls situated among

18 sand dunes, a’'few rods from the
ocean, Tom enjoys his hermlt life, and
when any one asks whether. he owns
property or not, he points to a wooden
sign, given-him- by: the owner of Dux-|
P I i
~use,:: W, Jo Wright.” ga.n -?‘d H ..Bl:a.lse.s’
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.- “HOTEL DE PINES.” O
7, Tha 0“'!%'121.01'130" on Duibury Beach. .-




